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GET A JUMP 
ON APPLYING FOR 
FINANCIAL AID
Students can apply for federal 
financial aid for the 2017-18 
school year beginning 
October 1, 2016 — that’s three 
months earlier than past years.
P.O. Box 370
Collegedale, TN
37315-0370
This is a permanent change mandated by the government, enabling 
students to complete and submit the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) using earlier income information from the prior 
year’s tax returns.  For example, on the 2017-18 FAFSA, students and 
parents will report 2015 income information.
Southern’s priority deadline this year is November 30, 2016,  
meaning that students who have submitted FAFSA’s by this date are 
guaranteed the maximum monies available through Southern.  The 
university’s need-based grants are limited, so early FAFSA filing gives 
families the best chance of receiving as much financial aid as their 
students qualify to receive.
For more information, visit studentaid.ed.gov and choose the 
FAFSA column. You can also contact Southern’s Student Finance  
team at 423.236.2535 or by visiting  
southern.edu/studentfinance.
